
 
 
 

New Thanksgiving Report: Ag Labor Shortages Driving Higher 
Holiday Food Prices and Deepening Crisis for American Family 

Farms 

WASHINGTON – A new Grow It Here report released today reveals that severe agricultural labor 
shortages are accelerating the financial strain facing America’s family farms and contributing to 
rising prices for traditional Thanksgiving foods. 
 
According to the findings, farms across the country are struggling to secure the skilled, reliable 
workforce needed to harvest crops, care for livestock, and maintain year-round operations. As labor 
shortages worsen, growers are facing higher production costs, reduced yields, and in some cases, 
the difficult decision to scale back or abandon crops altogether. The result of these significant 
disruptions: domestic food production instability and higher prices for U.S. consumers. 
 
“The food that we enjoy to celebrate Thanksgiving does not just happen. It is planted, cared for, 
harvested and delivered by people whose contributions deserve to be as much a part of the 
conversation as the recipes themselves,” said Linda Pryor, Grow It Here Spokesperson and Farm 
Manager of Hilltop Apple Farm in Hendersonville, NC. "When farms do not have enough employees 
to plant, harvest, and process the crops, the effects show up at the grocery store." 
 
The report calls for urgent policy action to modernize the agricultural workforce system and protect 
the long-term viability of U.S. food producers. Without meaningful reform, consumers will face 
continued price increases and local farming communities will bear deepening economic 
consequences. 
 

### 

 

About Grow It Here: 

Grow it Here is a 501 c4 non-profit recently founded to coordinate farmer voices across the nation 
on the need for ag workers. The coalition is made up of farmers who are joining forces to describe 
how without ag workers domestic food production will be threatened and prices will rise for 
American consumers.  
  

https://t.e2ma.net/click/3r5ya2/jopomdyb/bew4kfh


 
 

Together, these efforts aim to ensure that American agriculture remains strong, sustainable, and 
supported by policies that reflect the realities of the modern farm economy. 
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media@growithere.org 


